
Each December,  I  l i ke to ask folks  what makes Chr istmas feel  l ike Chr istmas.  Responses often
include moments of  worship l ike,  the s inging of “Si lent  Night”  or  “Joy to the Wor ld,”  or  even
moments of  candlel ight and Holy Communion.  Often,  responses also include miss ional
act iv i t ies such as part ic ipat ing in the angel  t ree or  serv ing the unhoused community ,  or  even
things outs ide of the church l i fe ,  l i ke baking cookies with loved ones and special  fami ly
t radit ions.  

Now that spr ing is  upon us ,  I ’m cur ious to know, what makes Easter  feel  l ike Easter? When
and what are the moment(s)  that you are overcome with the beauty of  the celebrat ion? The
act iv i t ies of  Holy  Week are many,  especial ly  in  the l i fe of  our  church,  as you’ l l  see included in
this  newsletter .  Perhaps th is  Easter  season,  you wi l l  d iscover new moments in worship or  at
home that inspire hope and st i r  the soul .

I  encourage you to take a few moments to rev iew these pages and make your plans to
engage in our  minist ry  in  the coming weeks.  So too,  I  hope you’ l l  take t ime to prayerfu l ly
consider ,  what makes i t  feel  l ike Easter  to you? I f  you want to share,  let  me know! 

As we are halfway through our Lenten journey,  may these last  few days be spir i tual ly
meaningful  and enr iching.  P lease consider inv i t ing someone to our Holy  Week happenings and
Easter  celebrat ion,  you never know who is  looking for  a new church home! 

Lenten bless ings,  
Pastor  Sara
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Church News: Ministries and Missions
Don’t  forget to Spring forward  th is
weekend and turn your c locks one
hour ahead before you turn in on
Saturday night.  We don’t  want you to
miss out on any Sunday worship
opportunites!

Dur ing the month of March,  we wi l l
cont inue with our  Wednesday night
activit ies.  
4:30 p.m. Seven Words Study (Parlor)
5:30 p.m. Fel lowship meal
6:15 p.m. Holy Communion
6:30 p.m. The Shema Series (Parlor)
6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
6:30 p.m. Youth and First  Kids groups

The annual  UWFaith Bake Sale  wi l l  take
place on Palm Sunday,  Mar.  24.
I f  you’d l ike to bake some goodies for
the sale,  please bring those by the
church from 1-3 on Sat. ,  Mar. ,  23rd.
I f  aren’t  a baker ,  come and buy some
desserts  for  your Holy  Week.  Come by
the sale f rom  9:30 a.m. -  12:30 p.m. on
Mar.  24th!  

Donations  are requested for  Canvas
Community  and the Gardner Food
Pantry .  Remember,  a l l  i tems can be
dropped off  in  the donat ions boxes
across f rom the Fel lowship Hal l .

Neighbor 2 Neighbor  i s  ready to help
you th is  Spr ing and Summer!  Just  cal l
the church off ice or  emai l :
neighbor2neighbor@nlrfumc.org
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Holy Week Happenings:
PALM SUNDAY: MARCH 24
Please jo in us for  our  Palm Sunday Worship
Serv ices.  Our 9 a.m. Worship serv ice wi l l  be
in the Fel lowship Hal l  and our 1 1  a.m. serv ice
wi l l  be in the Sanctuary and onl ine.  In  both
serv ices,  we wi l l  have a palm process ion.
Also,  on th is  day,  the UWFaith wi l l  have their
annual  bake sale beginning at 9:30 a.m.!

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP,  MARCH 28

Our Maundy Thursday worship serv ice
wi l l  be on Thurs.  Mar.  28th at 6 p.m. in
the Sanctuary and onl ine.  Here we wi l l
partake in Holy  Communion and
remember the Last  Supper.  Al l  are
welcome to attend th is  special  serv ice.

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICES:
MARCH 29

NLRFUMC is  offer ing two opportunit ies
to worship on Good Fr iday.  The f i rst  is  a
noon serv ice in the Chapel  and the
second serv ice is  in  the Sanctuary and
onl ine at 6 p.m. This  serv ice wi l l  be a
Tenebrae serv ice.   

EASTER SUNDAY: MARCH 31

Christ  is  R isen wi l l  be shouted out loud
at these wonderful  and celebratory
serv ices on Easter  Sunday!  Join us at
either 9 a.m. in the Fel lowship Hal l  or  1 1
a.m. in the Sanctuary or  Onl ine to
worship and lean into the hope that
Jesus gives us on th is  day!  

MONDAY, MARCH 25

Join us for  the Burning of the Prayer
Requests in  the Rose Garden at 12 noon.

TUESDAY, MARCH 26

Walk the Labyrinth with Jodie Goens ,  our
Spir i tual  Di rector  in  Residence. In  the
Fel lowship Hal l .  12-6 p.m. ( 12 and 5 p.m. wi l l
be an presentat ion of explanat ion) .

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27

Join us at  12 noon in the Chapel  for  a
Taizé serv ice,  led by T imothy Tucker.
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First Kids: March News
FIRST KIDS’ EGGSTRAVAGANZA!

To al l  you k iddos and k iddos at heart ,  we
would love to inv i te you to our annual  Easter
Eggstravaganza! From 10 a.m. -  12 p.m. on
Saturday,  March 30 on the grounds of
NLRFUMC, we wi l l  hunt for  eggs,  p lay games,
enjoy some Easter  themed crafts  and some
treats!  
Br ing a fr iend and let ’s  celebrate Easter
together!

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS IN MARCH:
BAD NEWS BLUES

HOW TO STAY IN TOUCH:
MEGAN HAIRSTON
MHAIRSTON@NLRFUMC.ORG
GROUPME: NLRFUMC 1ST KIDS 
FACEBOOK GROUP: NLRFUMC FIRST KIDS
INSTAGRAM: @NLRFUMC
WEEKLY CHURCH NEWSLETTERS:
SIGN UP ON OUR WEBSITE:
NLRFUMC.ORG

Megan Hairston has a great lesson plan for
the month of March.  We hope you wi l l  jo in us
in the chi ldren’s  department on Sunday
mornings at 10 a.m. or  Wednesday evenings at
6:30 p.m.

Dur ing Sunday School ,  they wi l l  focus on
banishing the “Bad News Blues” at  10 a.m. in
the Chi ldren’s  department.  They wi l l  learn
about l iv ing with the joy that Jesus br ings to
our l ives.

On Wednesday evenings beginning at 6:30
p.m. ,  the Fi rst  K ids wi l l  be explor ing the
amazing miracles of  Jesus in the “Science of
Jesus”.  

Don’t  forget to jo in us for  a meal  each
Wednesday start ing at 5:30 p.m. in the
Fel lowship Hal l .  We wi l l  have some k id
fr iendly opt ions as wel l !

P lease inv i te your f r iends and fami ly  to our
Holy Week and Easter  serv ices!  Each day wi l l
be special  and fu l l  of  the love of Chr ist .

I f  you love work ing with chi ldren,  we could
always use an extra volunteer to help in the
chi ldren’s  department dur ing Sunday School .
Just  contact Megan at mhairston@nlrfumc.org
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Youth March News
SUNDAY NIGHTS IN MARCH

Sunday Nights
March 3,  10,  & 24  (We are not meeting on
Spr ing Break and Easter)
5:30 - 7:30 pm
Youth Pod
We have a snack supper fol lowed by
Confi rmation Class and Youth Bible Study t ime.

March 9
9:00 am - 4:00 pm (This  is  the event t ime.
Dropoff/Pick up wi l l  be from NLRFUMC and wi l l
depend on our start ing ci rcuit . )
Conf i rmation Day with the Bishop wi l l  provide
conf i rmands the opportunity  to be ci rcuit  r iders
for  the day,  v is i t ing 3 different United Methodist
churches in the L i t t le Rock area throughout the
day al lowing them to exper ience a total  of  5
stops along their  c i rcuit

Wednesday Nights
March 6,  13,  20,  & 27
5:30 pm Supper (Fel lowship Hal l )
6: 15 pm Communion (Chapel)
6:30 pm Youth Study (Youth Pod)
7:30 pm Guardian Pickup (Park ing Lot or  around
the Welcome Desk)
That 's  r ight- we've added 2 addit ional  dates for
our Wednesday night act iv i t ies!  For  the month of
March,  we wi l l  be clos ing the Lord 's  Prayer study
with a prayer exper ience.  Then we wi l l  begin
work ing on Youth Led Worship Prep.  Youth Led wi l l
be Sunday,  Apr i l  14 to avoid conf l ict  with ecl ipse
travel  p lans.  We' l l  a lso have some Easter  fun!

CONFIRMATION DAY WITH THE BISHOP

YOUTH WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

HOW TO STAY IN TOUCH:
REV. KATHY BUTLER
KBUTLER@NLRFUMC.ORG

GROUPME: NLRFUMC YOUTH
FACEBOOK: NLRFUMC YOUTH
INSTAGRAM: NLRFUMCYOUTH
WEEKLY YOUTH NEWSLETTERS VIA CONSTANT
CONTACT
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CEC: Children’s Enrichment Center
DATES TO REMEMBER:

March 7  -  PTO Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
March 9  -  Chi l i  Cook Off Fundraiser
and art  show. 
March 13  -  Spr ing Pictures 
March 15  -  Leprechaun Vis i t  
March 18-22  -  Spr ing Break 
Ful l  Day Elementary Care 
March 28  -  Easter  Egg Hunt 2 p.m.
March 29  -  CEC Closed for  Good
Fr iday 

Dr.  Seuss Week is March 4-9th!
Monday -  Wear A Hat 
Tuesday -  Dress for  what you want to
be when you grow up  
Wednesday -  Wear mismatched
clothes 
Thursday- Wear Green and we wi l l
eat green eggs and ham  
Fr iday -  Wear Pajamas

Come out
and support
the C.E.C.!



March wi l l  be an excit ing t ime in
the musical  l i fe of  the church as we
wrap up Lent and celebrate the
resurrect ion of our  Lord Jesus Chr ist
on Easter  Sunday,  March 31 .
Coming up on March 17 ,  K i r i l
Laskarov,  the Pr incipal  Viol in ist  and
Concertmaster  of  the Arkansas
Symphony,  a long with ASO cel l i s t ,
Daniel  K l ine wi l l  be playing in
worship.  They wi l l  be accompanying
the Chancel  Choir  on a beaut ifu l
arrangement of Char les Wesley ’s
Lenten hymn “Jesus Lover of  My
Soul” ,  a long with L inda Kennedy on
piano.  L inda and Ki r i l  wi l l  be
playing “Meditat ion on Thais”  for
the prelude that day,  and Ki r i l  and
Daniel  wi l l  be playing a duet for
the musical  meditat ion.  P lease plan
to attend tradit ional  worship that
day,  e i ther in person or  onl ine.
Dur ing Holy Week,  there wi l l  be
beaut ifu l  anthems on Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday,  and Good Fr iday
that the choir  has been prepar ing.  
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March Music Notes
BY TIMOTHY TUCKER,  DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES

On Maundy Thursday,  the Wesley
Ukestra wi l l  a lso be playing.  And
then,  on Easter  Sunday,  March 31 ,
a l l  of  the musical  stops wi l l  be
pul led out ( that ’s  an organ term, in
case you were wonder ing).  In  the
Waypoint ,  the band wi l l  a l l  be there
rais ing the roof in praise of Chr ist ’s
Resurrect ion,  and in Tradit ional
Worship,  we wi l l  be jo ined again
this  year by the Quapaw Brass!  The
serv ice wi l l  be f i l led with glor ious
music including the Faith Ringers
and the Chancel  Choir  and i t  wi l l
a l l  conclude with Handel ’s
“Hal le lu jah Chorus”!  I  hope that you
al l  wi l l  be able to attend and i f
attending in person,  p lease br ing
fami ly  and fr iends to th is  very
special  serv ice.

Peace and Grace,
T imothy Tucker

Community News:


